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Helping students “chunk” texts in
ways that increase their ability to
synthesize information,
paraphrase ideas, and better
organize their thinking.
by Vivett Dukes (https://teachingpartners.com/member/vivett-dukes/)
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About Vivett

About Vivett
Dukes
Vivett is currently the
English Department
Chair at Eagle Academy
for Young Men in
Queens, New York. She

Introduction
The strategy I’m presenting is teaching students to
take a large piece of the text and “chunk” it–meaning
to break it up into smaller pieces (line-by-line if
necessary) and summarize as they go. This allows
the students to get an understanding of the author’s
meaning in a small section and from that be able to
extrapolate what the author is saying in a larger
sense.
The approach I use to teach “chunking” in my
classroom:
–First I present any challenging vocabulary words in
the text. Then I give a mini-lesson presenting the !rst
two to three paragraphs. As a class we discuss the
meaning–who or what is these paragraphs are
about.

:

–Next I ask the students to cite some textual
evidence that directly explains and supports the
meanings we just discussed. We go through this
process two or three times as a class.
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–Then I break the class into smaller groups–twos or
threes or independent–and ask them to continue to
do the same thing. Each group takes a di"erent page
and works on the meaning. Finally, we come back
together as a class and each group presents the
meaning of their page so that everyone ends up
teaching each other.
This step-by-step approach can be used for any
subject matter. I see the students gain con!dence
when they legitimately understand what the author
is saying. Having this insight and ability makes them
want to read more challenging text that otherwise
would have scared them away.
I’ve also observed special needs students being able
to use this approach with very rigorous and jargonheavy text. I know my students have internalized this
process and that it’s useful for them because I’ve
seen them outside the classroom helping fellow
students with “just chunk it and summarize it.”
I believe that having the ability to to break things
down and think about them translates into better
decision-making across all areas of the students’
lives; it’s not just for a piece of text in English class. I
think this process helps them make sense of not
only the text but the world and where they !t into it.

Reflections

:

What I did well…

I think that the chunking and summarizing activity
really worked to make the content pedagogically
accessible and relevant to teachers from a wide
variety of content-areas and grade-levels.
What I would be more of, better, or di!erently…
I wish I had allotted more time for teachers to
engage with and discuss the activity.
I still want to grow in this practice by…

:

I would like to incorporate more multi-media,
artwork, and music analyses in this practice.
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